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ActivitiesofGenderSensitisationCommittee(July2015-June2016).

1. Organisedaone-dayawarenessprogrammeon‘Pre-maritalRelationships

and EarlyDivorce’.Itwas conducted bythe NGO,South-WestDelhiWomen's

Association.Studentsfrom manydisciplinesparticipatedinthediscussion.

2. Twofacultymembersofcollege-DrNeetuJaiSinghanifrom thedepartment

ofHindiandDrRajivRanjanfrom departmentofPoliticalScienceparticipatedina

one-dayworkshop on 'Gendersensitisation and implementation ofthesexual

harassmentofwomenatworkplace(Prevention,ProhibitionandRedressal)Act

2013’jointly organised by the Women's Studies and DevelopmentCentre in

collaborationwiththeInternalComplaintsCommittee,UniversityofDelhi.Thiswas

heldon3rdNovember2015.
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ActivitiesofGenderSensitisationCommittee(July2016-June2017).

1.TheGenderSensitisationCommitteeheldinteractivediscussionamongst

studentsdrawnfrom differentdisciplinestospreadawarenessongender

parity.ThecommitteeelectedtwoStudentMentorswhoinitiateddiscussions

underthesupervisionoftheconvenoronissuesrelatedtostalking,acid

attacksandsexualassaultsonminorsofbothgenders.Studentsactively

tookpartinthesediscussionsstrengtheningtheongoingprocessofgender

sensitisation.Wehopeto widen thebaseoftargetaudienceto include

teachingandnon-teachingstaffinthecomingyears.
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2.SocialConstructionofGenderinAncientandEarlyMedievalIndia.

TheDepartmentofHistory,AryabhattaCollegeorganisedaseminaron7th

March2017onsocialconstructionofGenderinancientandearlymedievalIndia.

FacultyandStudentmembersoftheGSCattendedtheseminarandinter-acted

withtheSpeakers.Sensitisationthroughcurriculum relatedworkwasundertaken

by the GSC in collaboration with the History Departmentofourcollege.

ProfessorRMahalakshmi,CHS/SSS/JNU,ProfessorJayaTyagi,Departmentof

History,DU andAssociateProfessorShaliniShah,DepartmentofHistory,DU

werethespeakerswhotalkedaboutdifferentviewspertainingtogenderissues

inancientandearlymedievalIndianhistoryandhow itimpingesonpresent

contextasfarasgenderisconcerned.Theseminarwasinformativeandmade

livelyandinteractivebythefacultymembersofdifferentdisciplines.
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ActivitiesofGenderSensitisationCommittee(July2017-June2018)

1.TheICCandGSCofthecollegeorganisedaone-dayinteractiveworkshopfor

themembersofthecommittee,theteachingstaffrepresentedbytheTICs,

headsofadministration,accountsandthelibrarystaffonSeptember15,2017

on Prevention and RedressalofSexualharassmentatWorkplace.The

resourcepersonwasMs.RashmiSingh.

2.TheStudentCouncilandtheGSCorganisedaninteractivesensitisation

programmeon23October,2017intheSeminarRoom onPreventionofChild

SexualAbuseandSexualHarassmentatCollegeCampusforthebenefitof

studentsofBMS,BBEandEconomicsDepartments.Theresourcepersons

weretrainedcounsellorsfrom theNGO,TanviAhujaFoundation.
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3.TEDxAryabhattaandtheGSCorganisedatwo-dayawarenesscampaignon

issuespertainingtothegirlchildonJanuary23-24,2018.AtalkonWomen’s

LeadershipandtheGlassCeilingwasheld.Avendingmachineforsanitary

napkinsandanincineratorwereinstalledinthegirl'scommonroom ofthe

college.Thiswassponsoredbyapublicsectororganisation.Acyclerallywas

heldon24thJan2018attheNorthCampus,DUtospreadawarenesson

Genderequityandpreventionofsexualharassment.

ActivitiesofGenderSensitisationCommittee(July2018-June2019)&

TheICC(2018-2020).

1.GenderSensitisation Committee organised a Nukkad Natak on Sexual

Harassmentand LegalAid,in collaboration with the DelhiPolice on

21.08.2018attheTareganaBlock.BlackPearlArtsLaxmiNagarperformed

theStreetPlaytoalargeaudienceofstudentsandfaculty.
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2. GenderSensitisationCommitteeorganisedaTalkonSexualHarassmentat

WorkplaceandModalitiesofRedressalbyDr.SeemaSingh,Asst.Prof,CampusLaw

Centre,DelhiUniversityon27thSeptember,2018.TheTalkwasinformativeandwas

madelivelyandinteractivebythestudentswhoattendedinlargenumbers.The

speakerdweltuponthelawsandmodalitiesofseekingredressalincasesofsexual

harassmentatworkplace.ShepresentedCase-Studiestoeducateandsensitisethe

participants.Ourstudents ofboth genders interacted with the speaker,raised

questionsandclarifiedtheirdoubtspertainingtotheissuesraised.Itwasafruitful

interactionandstudentsbenefittedfrom herdomainknowledge.



9

3. TheDepartmentofEnglishincollaborationwiththeGenderSensitisation

CommitteeorganizedaspeciallectureandaworkshopconductedbyDr.BonnieSue

Zareandherteam ofstudentsfrom VirginiaTech(USA)whovisitedAryabhatta

Collegeaspartofaninternationalcollaboration.Thelectureandtheworkshopwere

heldon15January2019.DrZareisanAssociateProfessorofWomen'sandGender

StudiesatVirginiaTech.Herresearchfocusesondiscourseofidentity,feminism

andactivism incontemporaryIndiaandinSouthAsianwomen'sfiction.UnderDr

Zare'ssupervision,theVirginiateam members,AlanaCalhoun,ErynPeters,Hayley

Oliver,AshleyMattson,PaytonJohnson,JordanFaulkner,KelseyMcGregorand

RebeccaSuttonconductedtheWorkshoponBystanderInterventionProgram to

PreventGenderand SexualViolence.The members ofthe GenderSensitizing

CommitteeoftheCollegealsoputupadramaticperformancebystudentsfrom

multipledisciplinesonthedifferentaspectsofgender-basedviolenceindomestic

andpublicspaces.Theroleofthebystanderwashighlightedinthepreventionand

resolutionofsexualharassment.Theperformancewasmuchappreciatedbythe

audienceincludingtheAmericanguests.
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4. GendersensitisingcommitteeincollaborationwithNSSunitofthecollege

andDelhiPolice,organisedaweek-longself-defenceworkshopforwomenfrom 02

March2019–08March2019.Thisworkshopwasmotivatedbytheideaofenabling

womenintheireverydaylifetofacealarmingsituationswithskill.Trainingcamp

attemptedtoeducatetheyounggirlsaboutbasictechniquesofquickresponses

againstanyphysicaldanger.Thegroupwastrainedbyaspecialtrainersentbythe

DelhiPolicewhilethecommitteescooperatedinfacilitatingtherequirementsforthe

resourceperson.
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5. On7March2019GenderSensitisingCommitteeincollaborationwithNSS

unitofthecollegedidalectureserieswiththeNGOGraciaRainaFoundationand

Apollo Hospital.Gracia foundation conducted a seminar with its panelof

gynaecologist,psychologistandoncologisttosensitisementowardswomenhealth,

withaspecialfocusonmenstrualneedsandhealthcomplicationsofwomen.Apollo

Hospitalbroughtindoctorsforalectureontheawarenessofbreastcanceramong

women.The lectures were wellreceived bystudents and facultyfrom across

disciplines.
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6. GenderSensitisationCommitteeorganisedaTalkonPositionofWomenand

theGirlChildintheMewatiCommunitybynotedHindinovelistMr.Bhagwandass

Morwalon27thMarch2019.Studentsandteachersfrom alldisciplinesattendedthe

Talk.
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7. Internal Complaints Committee (ICC) of the college (2018-20) in

collaborationwiththeGSCconductedaPOSHworkshopforthenon-teachingstaff

ofthecollegeon18thDecember,2018.Thisworkshopwasthefirstintheseries

planned forthe non-teaching,teaching staffand students ofthe college.The

workshopaimedtocreateawarenessabouttheSexualHarassmentofWomenat

workplace(Prevention,Prohibitionandredressal)Act,2013.TheActisanextension

oftheVishakaGuidelinesissuedbytheHon'bleSupremeCourtin1997.Theaim was

tocreateunderstandingaboutwhatisworkplaceandwhatkindofunwelcome

behaviouroractsconstitutessexualharassmentatworkplacebasedonreallife

scenarios.Theworkshopoutlinedtheresponsibilitiesofboththeemployerandthe

employees.Italsoexplainedwhocancomplaintandwhatshouldbethecontentsof

the complaintand the repercussions of malicious complaints.The session

enlightenedtheparticipantsonthepurviewoftheactandalsosensitisedthem.The

workshopwasconductedbyMonicaGupta,Advocate,litigationexpertproficientin

practicewithregularcourtappearanceinmattersbeforetheDelhiHighCourt,and

variousdistrictcourtsinDelhi,TrainerforPreventionofSexualHarassment(POSH)

workshops.

8. ICCconductedaworkshopforthemembersofthestudentcouncilon24th

January,2019.AdvocateMrs.JayaGoyalandMrs.AparajitaAmarconductedan

awareness and sensitisation workshop forthe students.The awareness and

sensitisationworkshopdealtwithvariouselementstohelpthem understandthe

definition ofsexualharassment,whatconstitutes sexualharassment,and the

redressalmechanism forsexualharassment.Theworkshopelementsareasfollows:

-

(a) Introducingthehistoryofthelaw-Bhanwaridevi;Vishakhaguidelines.
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(b) Differencebetweenharassmentandsexualharassment.

(c) GenderSensitisationundertheSaksham Report.

(d) DefinitionandRedressalofSexualharassmentundertheUniversity

Grants Commission (Prevention, prohibition and redressal of sexual

harassmentofwomen employees and students in highereducational

institutions)Regulations,TheIndianPenalCodeiii.TheSexualHarassmentat

WorkplaceActSHLC-SexualHarassmentLawComplianceAdvisory.

9. During2019-20,theInternalComplaintsCommitteeatAryabhattacollege

collaboratedwithJPAL(LateefPovertyActionLabatMIT(MassachussetsInstitute

ofTechnology))throughKarminiSharma,aPhDscholaratUniversityofWarwick

(UnitedKingdom).Thecollaboratedprojectaimedtounderstandtoolstotackle

sexualharassmentandaimstoundertakesurveyswithstudentsintheagegroupof

18 to 21 years ofage to understand prevalence rates,correlates ofsexual

harassmentandimpactofsexualharassmentawareness.Thisprojectfocuseson

sexualharassmentineducationalinstitutions.Sexualharassmentandabuseon

campuscancostuniversitiesmillionsofdollarsnotonlyinfightinglawsuits,butalso

inreducedalumnidonationsandprospectiveadmissions.Ms.Sharmasubmitteda

reporttothecollegeinDecember2020thatdrawsonthedatacollectedviasurveys

collectedwithinformedconsentofstudentsovertheacademicyear2019-2020.

10. Thereweretworoundsofthesurveys,baselineandendline.Somestudents

werealsoprovidedwithdetailedsexualharassmentawarenesstrainingsbythe

collaboratingNGOSafecity.ForAryabhattacollege,atotalof1334studentswere

coveredinthebaselinesurvey,with849menand485women.All13coursesspread

over39classeswerecoveredbetweenSeptemberandOctober2019.Thisperiod

alsoinvolveddeliveryofdetailedsexualharassmentawarenesstrainings.Sexual

harassmentawareness training was provided to a totalof870 students in

collaborationwithaninternationallyrecognisedNGO,Safecity.Thesurveyswere

undertakenafterobtaininginformedconsentfrom eachstudent.Lessthan2%ofthe

studentsrefusedtodothesurveys.Finally,onlythosestudentswerecoveredwho

werepresentintheclassatthetimeoftheunannouncedsurveys.Thefindingsof

thereportareasfollows:

(a) Nearly16% ofthewomenreportthattheyhavefacedsomephysical

form ofsexualharassment.Actsincludedinlow andintermediateintensity

eventswerealsohighlycommonat44to47%respectively.

(b) Around12%ofsexualharassmentincidentsoflowintensitytype,8%of

medium intensitytypeand3%ofextremeintensitytypeofsexualharassment
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eventswereperpetratedbysomeonefrom withincollegeovertheperiodof

twomonths.Majorityofperpetrationcomesfrom someoneoutsidecollege.

Howeverimportantlyperpetrationfrom insidecollegecomesfrom someone

female students knew orwould mostlikelycome in contactwith on a

repeatedbasisandmaypotentiallybemoreharmful.Sincethetrainingsin

thisprojectwereprovidedtomen,wecanespeciallyspeaktothesexual

harassmentbywomen’speers.

(c) Asexpectedforthisagegroup,prevalenceratesaremuchhigherfor

women(40%)thanmen(9%).

(d) Majorityofthewomenstudentsreportfacingsexualharassmenton

theirwaytocollege.Thisismuchhigherthanprevalenceduringcollege

eventsforownorothercolleges.Despitethat,notethatsexualharassment

withincollegemaybemoreharmfulsincetheremayberepeatedinteractions

betweenperpetratorsandvictimscreatingrepeatedexposureforwomen.Itis

importanttonotethatsincefemalestudentsreportharassmentmostlyon

theirwaytocollege,itmaybeimportanttothinkaboutsafermeansofpublic

transportationforfemalestudents.

(e) Majorityofthestudentsreportsharingincidentswiththeirclosefamily

orfriends(57%)whileonly5% sharewithanyformalauthority.Thisshows

thathaving informalsupportnetworks maybe particularlyimportantfor

studentstosharesexualharassmentincidents.Thisismoreimportantgiven

thatnearly40%malestudentsand25%femalestudentscomefrom outside

Delhiwithoutfamilysupport.

(f) Around27% ofthestudentswereabletoidentifyICCastheformal

authorityforredressalofsexualharassmentcomplaints.However,therest,

nearly70%ofthestudents,perceivewomendevelopmentcellorthegender

sensitisation committee asthe formalauthority.Thisclearlyindicatesa

greaterneedforawarenessamongstthestudentpopulationofthecollege.

11. ThecollegeinvitedMsKarminiSharmatopresenttheresultsofherstudyand

surveytotheteachersandstudentsofthecollege.Thispresentationwasgiven

virtuallyon28th July2020whichwasattendedbythePrincipalandthe teaching

staffofthecollege.

ActivitiesoftheGenderSensitisationCommittee(July2019-June2020)

1.AworkshoponLifeSkillsandSocialNegotiationswasorganisedbyGender

SensitisationCommitteeon1.11.2019.Itwaswellattendedandwas inter-
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activeinformat.Slidesandvideoswereshownonthesubject.Story-sharing,

role-play,danceandnarrativisationwerethekeyfeaturesoftheworkshop.It

isinterestingtonotethattheResourcePerson,Ms.NanditaPrakash,an

EducationistandCounsellorisanalumnaofourcollege.
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2. A Webinaron the online violence againstwomen hosted by Gender

SensitisationCommitteeon14May2020onZoom app.ThespeakerwasDr.Sujata,

whoisaPoet,Novelist,BloggerandAcademician.Manystudentsattendedthesame

andaninteractivediscussionfollowedtheTalk.
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ActivitiesofGenderSensitisationCommittee(July2020-June2021)

1.Gender Sensitisation Committee in collaboration with Project

Transformation,Aryabhatta Chapterorganised sensitisation program for

studentsfrom differentdisciplinesduringthePandemicontheonlinemode

asfollows:-

(a) VolunteeredforRISEjobfairforinclusiveEmploymentbyPrideCircle

atTheLalit,Delhi.(February2020).

(b) Attended Inclusive Employment Workshop by Pride Circle at

MicrosoftOffice,Gurgaon(February2020).
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(c) Transformation Talks (Awareness Dialogue events),June 2021.

LGBTQIA+Activism andWorkplaceInclusionbyAkasshKAggarwal(Activist)

– 12 June,2021. LGBTQIA+ Activism by Reena Rai(FounderofMiss

TransQueenIndia)–19June,2021.-TransMentalHealthandCareerinFilm

IndustrybyNaavyaSingh(Actress)–23June,2021-UnderprivilegedTrans

CommunitiesbyNaazJoshi(MissUniverseDiversity2020)–7July-Artand

IdentitybyDaminiSinha (Trans activist)– 25 September,2020-Artand

IdentitybyAbhinavDasgupta(LGBTQIA+artist)–27September,2020-Trans

activism and life in India by Mehak Aggarwal(TEDx Speaker)– 23

October,2020-HistoricalRelevanceoftheLGBTQIA+communityinIndiaby

RijuRoy(Chef,ITC)–24June,2021-SocialEntrepreneurshipandLGBTQIA+

AllyshipbyReenaRai(FounderofDeepaArdhanareshwarFoundation)–27

June,2021 Indian Perception towards QueerBodies by AnkitBhuptani

(ActivistandUNdelegate)–28June,2021-TransRightsandOpportunitiesin

IndiabyNavyaSingh(ActressandModel)29June,2021.

(d) SensitisationWorkshops.Orientation and Trial Run for CDF,

AryabhattaCollegewithDr.BMangalam (EnglishDept.,AryabhattaCollege)

on31stJanuary2020.

(e) Sensitisationprogrammeswereconductedincollaborationwith-NSS,

AtmaRam SanatanDharmaCollege,SocietygroupinUdaipur-ThePage

TurnersBookClub,AryabhattaCollege-EntrepreneurshipCell,Aryabhatta

College-FriendandFamilyCircleofCDF,AryabhattaCollege–Rangmanch,

DramaticsSociety,AryabhattaCollege-PlacementCell,AryabhattaCollege-

WavetrixDanceCrew,AryabhattaCollege-Ritva,AryabhattaCollege.
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(f) WebinarinQueerLiteraturewithDrDebolinaDey(Dept.ofEnglish,

RamjasCollege)andRajorshiDas(ResearchScholar,UniversityofIowa)on

04October2021.
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(g) LaunchedourownSpotifypodcast–TransformationTalks.

(h) CampaignsConducted. QueerArtPromotionCampaign(25thAugust

–4thOctober2020)-IndianQueerHistoryCampaign(1stMarch–24thMarch

2020)QuickLook,QueerWomenofIndia,QueerMovementsinIndianCinema,

IndianQueerLiterature,IndianQueerCommunityPost-Independence,Queer

MovementsinIndia-BecomeanAllyCampaign(4th February–19th March

2020)Pronouns,ComingOutAwareness,TermsandTerminologies,Dragand

QueerPerformanceArt,QueerRepresentation in Media,LGBTQIA+ Legal

RightsinIndia,AsexualAwareness
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OTHERMEDIA.
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(i) Theaboveactivitieswereconductedintheonlinemodetomeetthe

challengesofthePandemictimes(May2020-June2021).Studentswere

engagedcreativelyduringthisdifficultperiodbytheGSC.Theirsensitisation

issureto equip them to facethe situation in therealworld when the

universitiesshifttoregular/physicalmodeofteachingandlearning.


