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Onthe3rdofApril,AryabhattaCollege,UniversityofDelhiorganizedanInternationalRoundTable
Conferenceonthetopic‘Anin-depthlookintotheaspectsof70yearsofIndia-MexicoRelations’
withMexicanpostgraduates.TheeventwasorganizedbyFinanceandInvestmentCellofthecollege
incollaborationwithTheIndia-MexicoyouthForum,GlobalYouth.Theeventopenedwithawelcome
addressbyProf.ManojSinha-Principal,AryabhattaCollege.

TheyouthdiscussedvarioustopicslikeTrade,Environment,Culture,andInvestment.Someofthekey
pointsthatwediscussedwereincreasedinvestmentflows,growthintourism,cooperationinscience
andtechnology,etcMexicoiscurrentlyIndia’slargesttradepartnerinLatinAmerica.In2018-19,it
accountedforalmostaquarterofIndia’stradewiththeregion.Thelastdecadehasseenaspurtin
tradebetweenthetwocountrieswhichhasgrownfrom around$5billionin2015-16to$9.4billionin
2018-19.Asfellow non-permanentmembersoftheUNSecurityCouncilfortheperiod,2021-22as
wellasproactivemembersofG20,India,andMexiconeedtointensifytheirmutualdialogueand
cooperationonhow toovercomethecurrentweakeningandimpasseinthemultilateralsystem.
Growingtourism bringspeopletogetherandtheysharetheprideofbeingheirsofancientandGreek
civilizationofaculturalpartnershipskitsabouteyesdepthandvision.WeasyouththinkthatThe
WorldBankhasestimatedthattheworldeconomywillshrinkby5.2%post-pandemicsoIndiaand
MexicoshouldcollaboratetheirprogramsforefficientattainmentofSDGs.IndiaandMexicoare
oceans apart.Both countrieshave differenthistories,cultures,and races.Although,there are
similaritiesbetweenMexicoandIndiaandtheyareuncanny.TheresearchsaysthatthePortuguese
tradersusedtoexportchilitoIndiainthe15thcenturyanditquicklybecameapopularingredientin
curriesandmakingmasalas.Andthesametradersbroughttamarindfrom IndiatoMexico,asit
growsinabundanceinIndia.Withoutcorntortillas.Similarly,IndianKathirollsarewhatTacosand
BurritosareinMexican.Indiaisworld-famousforitsbiodiversity.Ithosts4biodiversityhotspots
includingtheHimalayas,theWesternGhats,theIndo-Burmaregion,andSunderland.Indiaishometo
over500wildlifesanctuaries,13biospherereserves,and25wetlands.Apartfrom India’sforestsand
tropicalrain-forests;itishometoseveralendemicspecieslikeNilgiriLangur,BengalTiger,White-
rumpedvulture,andBed-dome’stoadamongothers.Likewise,Mexicoisalsohometoover10
percentoftheincrediblewildlifespeciesintheworld.Itholdsfourthplaceforamphibians,secondin
mammals,thefirstinreptiles,andfifthplaceinplantspecies.It’stheresponsibilityoftheyouthof
bothnationstodiscussanddeliberatetheimportanceofenvironmentconservationandhowboththe
countrieschangetheirpoliciesandlawfortheconservationofbiodiversity.Moreover,adiscussion
shouldbeundertakenontheissuesofincreasingtheroleofrenewableenergiesandHowtoreduce



theemissionofgreenhousegases.Thediscussionledtoafew questionswhichboththenations
shouldponderupon,firstly,how doyouthinkwecanmovefastertowardsmoreenvironmentally
friendlyenergy?Secondly,howcanIndiaandMexicocooperateintheUNandotherplatformstobring
realchangesinUNSCandUNingeneralwhichhavebeendiscussedfordecades?Lastly,Indiahas
beenachampionoftheprincipleof‘FreeandOpenIndo-Pacific’.IndiaalsointroducedtheIndo-
Pacificoceansinitiativetostrengthenmaritimeboundaries.WillMexicocollaboratewithIndiaonthe
sameinnearfuture?

Theeventconcludedwithoptimism onfurtheracademiccollaborationsinthefuture.
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